


  
 
 
 

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS ALLEGHENY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 
 

                
 
               ALLEGHENY COUNTY,              
                
 Petitioner,       CIVIL DIVISION 
       
  v.    No. SA-21-000166 
   
              BRITTANY HAILER AND    STATUTORY APPEAL - 
              PITTSBURGH CURRENT   RIGHT-TO-KNOW LAW 
                                   Respondent.    
    
    
               CERTIFIED RECORD 
                              IN OFFICE OF OPEN RECORDS  
               DOCKET AP 2021-0117 

 
 
 
 

            Filed on behalf of: 
 

          Kyle Applegate, Esq. 
          Chief Counsel 

 
 

COMMONWEALTH OF PA          
OFFICE OF OPEN RECORDS 

          333 Market Street, 16th Floor 
          Harrisburg, PA 17101-2234 
          Phone:  (717) 346-9903  
          Fax:  (717) 425-5343 
          E-mail:  kyapplegat@pa.gov 
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May 17, 2021 

 

Filed Electronically: 

 

Department of Court Records – Civil Division 

City-County Building 

414 Grant Street 

Pittsburgh, PA 15219 

 

RE: Submission of Record in: 

Allegheny County v. Brittney Hailer and Pittsburgh Current, 

No: SA-21-000166 

 

Dear Prothonotary: 

 

We hereby submit the record in the above-referenced matter.  Section 1303 of the Right-to-Know 

Law, 65 P.S. §§ 67.101, et seq., (“RTKL”), defines the Record on Appeal as “the record before a court 

shall consist of the request, the agency’s response, the appeal filed under section 1101, the hearing 

transcript, if any, and the final written determination of the appeals officer.”  Pursuant to Department 

of Transportation v. Office of Open Records, 7 A.3d 329 (Pa. Commw. Ct. 2010), this record includes 

all “evidence and documents admitted into evidence by the appeals officer pursuant to Section 

1102(a)(2).”  The record in this matter consists of the following:  

 

Office of Open Records Docket No. 2021-0117: 

 

1. The appeal filed by Brittany Hailer and Pittsburgh Current (collectively “Requester”) to 

the Office of Open Records (“OOR”), received January 19, 2021. 

 

2. Official Notice of Appeal dated January 21, 2021, sent to both parties by the OOR, advising 

them of the docket number and identifying the appeals officer for the matter. 

 

3. Requester submission dated February 2, 2021. 

 

4. Allegheny County (“County”) submission dated February 10, 2021. 

 

5. Email chain dated March 21, 2021 through March 22, 2021 wherein the OOR clarifies the 

final determination issue date. 

 

6. Final Determination issued by the OOR on March 31, 2021. 
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The OOR has discretion to hold a hearing on appeals filed but chose not to do so in this matter.  
Therefore, there is no transcript to transmit.  Certification of the record in this case is attached to 
this letter.  Please feel free to contact us for any reason in connection with this matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Kyle Applegate 
Chief Counsel 
 
Attachments 
 
cc:  see certificate of service 
  



 
 
 

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 
CIVIL ACTION  

 
 

ALLEGHENY COUNTY                 :   
          Petitioner,     :   
  v.  : 
  :         No: SA-21-000166 
BRITTNEY HAILER AND   : 
PITTSBURGH CURRENT  : 
 Respondent.  : 
                         
             

 
CERTIFICATION OF RECORD 

 
I hereby certify the contents of the record transmitted with this Certification of Record pursuant to 
Pa.R.A.P. 1952 in Brittany Hailer and Pittsburgh Current v. Allegheny County Medical Examiner, 
OOR Dkt. AP 2021-0117, which is the subject of this appeal. 
 
The record transmitted with this certification is generated entirely from the Office of Open Records 
database.  It is our practice to scan in each and every document submitted in an appeal.  Thus, no 
originals are being transmitted to this Court. 
 
I certify that this filing complies with the provisions of the ‘Public Access Policy of the Unified 
Judicial System of Pennsylvania Case Records of the Appellate and Trial Courts’ that require filing 
confidential information and documents differently than non-confidential information and 
documents. 
 
Also, my signature on this Certification of Record and on all other correspondence directed to the 
Court in connection with this matter may be electronic and not original.  I hereby certify that this 
is my true and correct signature and that I have approved the use thereof for these purposes. 
 

 

   
  ___________________________________ 
  Elizabeth Wagenseller, Executive Director 

     Office of Open Records 
     333 Market Street, 16th Floor 
     Harrisburg, PA 17101-2234 
     Phone:  (717) 346-9903 

Fax:  (717) 425-5343 
     Email:  OpenRecords@pa.gov 
 
Dated:  May 17, 2021 
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

CIVIL ACTION  
 
 

ALLEGHENY COUNTY                 :   
          Petitioner,     :   
  v.  : 
  :         No: SA-21-000166 
BRITTNEY HAILER AND   : 
PITTSBURGH CURRENT  : 
 Respondent.  : 
             

 
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 
I hereby certify that I have served a true and correct copy of the Certified Record upon the 

following persons via email only at the email below: 

Andrew F. Szeli, Esq. 
Maggie Shiels, Esq. 
Allegheny County Solicitors Office 
300 Fort Pitt Commons Building 
445 Fort Pitt Blvd. 3rd Floor 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
Andrew.szeli@alleghenycounty.us 
Maggie.shiels@alleghenycounty.us 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brittany Hailer 
Pittsburgh Current 
2006 Locust Street 
Swissvale, PA 15218 
bhailer08@gmail.com 
 
Paula Knudsen Burke, Esq. 
Reporters Committee For Freedom 
of the Press 
PO Box 1328 
Lancaster, PA 17608 
pkundsen@rcfp.org 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Faith Henry, Administrative Officer  
Office of Open Records 
333 Market Street. 16th Floor 
Harrisburg, PA 17101-2234 
Phone: (717) 346-9903 
Fax: (717) 425-5343 

May 17, 2021     Email: fahenry@pa.gov 
 

mailto:Andrew.szeli@alleghenycounty.us
mailto:Maggie.shiels@alleghenycounty.us
mailto:jdm@qrlegal.com
mailto:pkundsen@rcfp.org
mailto:fahenry@pa.gov


 
IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

CIVIL ACTION  
 
 

ALLEGHENY COUNTY                 :   
          Petitioner,     :   
  v.  : 
  :         No: SA-21-000166 
BRITTNEY HAILER AND   : 
PITTSBURGH CURRENT  : 
 Respondent.  : 
             

 
CERTIFIED RECORD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kyle Applegate 
Chief Counsel 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
Office of Open Records 
333 Market Street, 16th Floor 
Harrisburg, PA 17101-2234 
Phone:  (717) 346-9903  
Fax:  (717) 425-5343 
Email:  kyapplegat@pa.gov 
 
 

Dated:  May 17, 2021  
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

CIVIL ACTION  
 
 

ALLEGHENY COUNTY                 :   
          Petitioner,     :   
  v.  : 
  :         No: SA-21-000166 
BRITTNEY HAILER AND   : 
PITTSBURGH CURRENT  : 
 Respondent.  : 
             

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

RECORD 
 

Brittany Hailer and Pittsburgh Current v. Allegheny County Medical Examiner,  
OOR Dkt. No. AP 2021-0117 

 
Office of Open Records Docket No. 2021-0117: 
 

1. The appeal filed by Brittany Hailer and Pittsburgh Current (collectively “Requester”) 
to the Office of Open Records (“OOR”), received January 19, 2021. 
 

2. Official Notice of Appeal dated January 21, 2021, sent to both parties by the OOR,  
advising them of the docket number and identifying the appeals officer for the matter. 
 

3. Requester submission dated February 2, 2021. 
 

4. Allegheny County (“County”) submission dated February 10, 2021. 
 

5. Email chain dated March 21, 2021 through March 22, 2021 wherein the OOR clarifies 
the final determination issue date. 
 

6. Final Determination issued by the OOR on March 31, 2021. 
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