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October 3, 2019 

 

Via email only 

 

Garen Fedeles, Esq. 

Santicola, Steele, & Fedeles P.C. 

722 Turnpike St. 

Beaver, Pa 15009 

 

RE:  Request for Advisory Opinion  

 

Dear Attorney Fedeles: 

 

The Office of Open Records (“OOR”) is in receipt of your request for an Advisory Opinion related 

to a request submitted to the Municipal Authority of the Borough of Midland.  Specifically, you 

sought the OOR’s opinion as to whether the request can be considered “overly burdensome” given 

the volume of the requested records and the Authority’s staffing constraints.   

 

The OOR is an independent quasi-judicial agency that hears appeals from local and Commonwealth 

agencies.  While the OOR answers general questions related to the Right-to-Know Law, 65 P.S. §§ 

67.101, et seq. (“RTKL”), the OOR is precluded from offering legal advice about specific questions 

that may come before the OOR, such as your specific question. 

 

The OOR will not issue an advisory opinion or offer legal advice related to how to respond to this 

particular request, as the OOR is charged with evaluating an agency’s response during the appeals 

process.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, you may wish to review the attached unpublished opinion 

of the Commonwealth Court where the Court appears to evaluate whether a request is “overly 

burdensome” on a case-by-case basis. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

/s/ Charles Rees Brown 

Charles Rees Brown 

Chief Counsel   

 

c.c. Erik Arneson, Executive Director 

 Nathanael Byerly, Deputy Director 

 























































From: Garen Fedeles
To: DC, OpenRecords
Cc: midland water authority borough of midland
Subject: [External] Advisory Opinion
Date: Monday, September 30, 2019 2:41:54 PM
Attachments: SKM_C224e19092715090.pdf

ATTENTION: This email message is from an external sender. Do not open links or
attachments from unknown sources. To report suspicious email, forward the message as an
attachment to CWOPA_SPAM@pa.gov.

The Municipal Authority for the Borough of Midland seeks an advisory opinion on the attached Right
to Know Request.  I serve as solicitor for the Authority and can be the contact moving forward. 
There is no pending appeal or litigation of this request. 
 
Our specific question is whether this request falls under an “overly burdensome” request that can be
denied.  The Authority is staffed with 2 office personnel and obtaining copies for this particular
request would cripple the day to day functioning of the Authority as both employees would have to
dedicate a large amount of time responding to this request. 
 
If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.
 
Garen
 

Garen Fedeles, Esq.
Santicola, Steele, & Fedeles P.C.
722 Turnpike St.
Beaver, Pa 15009
724-775-3392
724-775-3425 (fax)
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